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Letterhead 


28 August 1972 
OCS-835-72 


Mr. Charles W. Hoover, Chief 

Educational Resources Information Center 
Diviaion of Communication Systems 

Office of Education 

Department of Health, Education and Welfare 
Washington, D.C. 20202 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


We will be happy to provide you with information 
concerning the EPIC photocomposition system. We would like 
to start with a briefing of the system followed by a review of 
the documentation that is available, 


MR of ry staff, will make the 


necessary arrangements if you will call him and advise him 
of a convenient date. His telephone number is 351-6700. 


Sincerely yours, 


John D. Iams 
Director of Computer Services 


cc: 


Distribution: 
O+1-adse 
1 - C/MSD 
1 - OCS chrono 
2 - O/D/OCS 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 
OFFICE OF EDUCATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202 


August 7, 1972 


Central Intelligence Agency 
Director, Office of Computer Services 
Washington, D.C. 20505 


Dear Sir: 


The purpose of this letter is to seek precise information and details 
concerning the EPIC computerized photocomposition system which is in 
operational use by your group. This system is known to us largely because 
of publicly published papers by CIA personnel and also by some personal 
professional contact. 


There are many similarities between the EPIC system and our own ERIC 
(Educational Resources Information Center) system. They each encompass 

the entire realm of text processing, from initial keyboarding, through 
computer processing, to output on photocomposition devices. ERIC generally 
outputs via the Linotron; EPIC outputs via Photon devices. EPIC is parti- 
cularly strong in word-correction capability, page~-makeup, processing, and, 
most interesting of all, on-line editing. 


In considering the similarities between these two systems, we have conceived 
of the distinct possibility that we may be able to take advantage of certain 
EPIC features (by matching, overlaying, replacing, etc.) to help develop a 
more advanced ERIC system. It is our belief that this software is in the 
public domain and is available for the asking; it is in no way classified or 
restricted because of its source. We are interested in this software solely 
as a way of improving Office of Education's ERIC system. 


In order to move in this direction, we would like to submit the following 
requests: 


1. EPIC system documentation (1 copy). This will enable our data 
processing personnel to gain basic knowledge of EPIC. 


2. EPIC briefing, by CIA personnel for OE personnel. This will enable 
our data processing personnel to ask those questions which arose in the 
course of examining the documentation, . It will also permit CIA personnel 
to emphasize the key points about EPIC, an invaluable learning exercise. 


3. EPIC demonstration, permitting OE personnel to actually see EPIC at 
work, its products, etc. 


Approved For Release 2001/07/13 : CIA-RDP84-00933R000300290004-6 


+ 


“ ae 


“approved For Release 2064/07/13 : CIA-RDP84-00933R00030029QQ04-6 


Page 2 of 2 -~ Central Intelligence Agency 


The EPIC software could, in effect, save the OE many thousands of dollars 
in software development costs that might otherwise be incurred. For this 
reason we request your cooperation in the preliminary steps outlined above. 
If the two systems prove to be as compatible as hoped, we would follow up 
with a request for the necessary EPIC system software, 


We look forward to hearing from you and wish to thank you in advance for any 
assistance you can give us in this matter, 


Sincerely yours, 


O£.0. WW. Nemeer 


Charles W. Hoover 
Chief, Educational Resources Information 
Center, Division of Communication Systems 
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